1

PRAJA REPORT 2023 2A
Mumbai’s air, water

quality getting better’

Latest report by foundation finde air quality

levels returning 1o pre-pandemic good
levels, while just 19% of water samples in
210f 24 wards fail test s

Water quality better,
yet rise in diseases

Rise in diseases despite ‘better’ water supply;
experts blame poor testing, patchy supply
leaving slum residents dry and disease-hit

RITIKA GONDHALEKAR
ritika gondhalekar®mid-day.com

WATER quality in the city has
shown improvement in 2024
compared to 2020 according
to a recent report released by
Praja Foundation on Mum-
bai's civic and environmental
issues. Only 107 samples out
of the 32.877 tested across the
city's 25 wards were declared
unfit for consumption last
year. However, complaints
registered in the Centralised
Complaint Registration Sys-
tem (CCRS) rose from 1369 in
2020 to 2083 in 2024.

Surprisingly, despite this,
the city has witnessed a sharp
rise in diarrhoea and chol-
era cases (both water borne
diseases) in 2023 compared
to 2019, As per the report, di-
arthoea cases increased by 19
percent, from 93,671 in 2019 to
111,928 in 2023, while cholera
cases rose by a staggering 114
per cent, from 11 to 114 during
the same period.

This has raised a key ques-
tion: Why are waterborne dis-
ease cases increasing despite
improved water quality? And
why are more people com-
plaining about water issues?

“Raising the same concerns,

we recommend that the BMC
collect more water samples,
especially from areas with
higher instances of contam-
ination, to understand what
is causing people to fall ill. So
far, only 32,877 samples have
been collected across 25 wards
throughout the year. That's
around 1316 samples per ward
annually, or roughly 109 sam-
ples per ward per month. This
level of sampling is clearly
insufficient, considering the
rising diarrhoea and cholera
cases citywide," said Mahesh
Bhaskar, research associate at
Praja Foundation.
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Ward-wise performance

The D Ward, which includes
areas like Grant Road, Tar-
deo, Malabar Hill. Nagpada,
Gamdevi, and VP Road, did
not report a single case of di-
arrhoeaor typhoidin2023.On
the other hand, G/South Ward,

Water quality acrosc the eity
showed an improvement in
2024 compared to 2020
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Breath of fresh air?

AQI drops to five-year low, but
respiratory deaths still cast a shadow
on Mumbai’s improving skies
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AFTER years of worsening air,
Mumbai is finally breathing a
little easier. The city’s air qual-
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per person per day, while non-
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households often depend on
expensive private water tank-

public health action.
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the most polluted months,
showed improved AQls of 114
and 119, respectively.

Summer months (June to
August) recorded cleanest air in
five years, with AQls in the 40s.

from the pandemic era, like )
reduced vehicular movement T
and slowed industrial '
activity, have had alasting
impact,” the report
notes.

However, Praja Foundation pointed out that the positioning of
air monitoring stations affects accuracy. “Stations should be
placed near landfills, STPs, and industrial areas to accurately
reflect poor air zones, and closer to gardens or coastlines
toreflect cleaner zones," said Shreyas Chorgi, manager -

I,-g;esgarch and analysis.

station ocations andis awaiting a response.

had filed an RTI request to obtain official data on AQI
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